Study Guide For Final Examination

Know the powers of congress listed in class

1) They are the legislative body.  They make laws

2) Can override a Veto from the President (2/3’s of the vote)

3) Treaties (agree on treaties to other countries that president makes)

4) Senate must confirm the nominations of the president

5) The House impeaches a president

6) The Senate convicts the president

7) Supreme court justices are taken out by the senate (house convicts)

How does a bill become a law? You are expected to know the process

(look in book)

Filibuster- Members that are allowed to Talk, and Talk, and Talk

Cloture- Prevent people to Filibuster, motion to end a debate (60 votes to pass)

Advantages and disadvantages of Incumbents

Frank Privilege- Free mailing privilege 

Gerrymandering- Drawing district lines for political advantage

Standing Committees vs. Select Committees

Standing Committees- Membership and jurisdiction are fixed.  Permanent.

Select Committees- Temporary committee formed to resolve a specific problem or dilemma.

Who controls the committees? The majority party  (Leader of committee)

Seniority Principle- Members who have been in congress the longest (in certain committees) become the head of the committee when the former head retires

 How many years are members of the congress elected?

Senate- 6 years

House- 2 years

Mid-term election- when congress is running for elections and the president is not

A member’s district is composed of three constituencies.  What are they?

President pro-tempore?-  In the absence of the Vice President, the president pro-tempore gets to preside over the senate.

Conference committee- a temp committee that is put together to bargain over the differences of the House and Senate versions of the same bill. 

How many members in congress

435 House members

100 senators

Who is the presiding officer of the House- The Speaker of the House

Roles of the President

1) Commander in Chief- Head Chief of armed forces

2) Chief Administrator- Acquire opinion and appoint people

3) Chief Diplomat- The primacy here is in conducing foreign affairs

4)  Legislator Chief- has the ability to shape the legislative agenda, and to veto bills

5) Chief Magistrate- “He shall take care that laws be faithfully executed”

6) Head of State- Represents the US abroad

7) Head of Party- Leader of his party

Powers of President over Congress and vice versa

(look at notes)

Presidential Powers

1) Power to inform and persuade

2) Power of the Veto (pocket veto and item veto)

3) Power to appoint

4) Power to recommend

5) Power to Pardon

Appellate jurisdiction- from appeals court.  They determine whether a trial court acted within the law.

Concurring opinion- Votes with the majority but has a different opinion (reason) for voting in that favor

Dissenting opinion- The Losing side 

Rule of four- 4 judges have to agree in order to hear a case

Judicial activism vs. Judicial Restraint

Activism- The courts are most likely to reverse prior precedents

Restraint- The courts are most likely to respect prior precedents 

Precedent- Previously decided case by the US Supreme Court

Senatorial Courtesy- If a vacancy in a lower federal court, President must ask that states senator their choice.

Writ of Certiorari- Permission to hear the argument of the losing party

Original Jurisdiction (what is it?)  US Supreme Court would hear the case first.  Legal disputes involving 2 or more states & between foreign diplomats. 

Statute- Congressional Laws (laws made by the congress)

Opinion versus Decision

Opinion- reasons behind voting

Decision- what side wins by what margin

How many justices on the Supreme Court?  How can they be removed?

There are 9 justices.

They can be removed by the house impeaching them and the senate convicting.

Legislative and Executive checks on the Supreme Court (what are they)

(look at notes)

Definition of Bureaucracy- Organization to perform a specific set of tasks

Power of Congress over Bureaucracy

(look in notes)

Types of Administrative Organizations

1) Cabinet Departments

2) Independent Agencies

3) Independent Regulatory Agencies

4) Government Corporations 

5) Presidential Commissions

 Advantages and disadvantages of Bureaucracy

(look in notes)

Patronage system versus merit system

Patronage- Who you know

Merit- What you know

Whistle-blowing- Person who reveals the illegal activities of a company

Cold War- (1946-1989) US and Soviet Union threatened each other with nuclear weapons to completely destroy each other.

Containment

Isolationist- Only concern is your own country

Internationalist- Concern for countries abroad that might eventually threaten your country.

Deterrence- (Defined in the Book)

Detent- Peace (give peace a chance, don’t fight)

US policy towards the World- Idealist vs. Idealism

Idealist vs. Realist- 

Idealism- foreign policy to be guided by democracy

Realism- Foreign policy to be guided by protecting economic and military strength of the US

NATO vs. NAFTA

NATO- North Atlantic Treaty Organization in Europe

NAFTA- North American Free Trade Agreement- between Mexico, Canada and the US

