Cumulative Questions

1. Some questions about theme 1, the development of human skills and their impact on human affairs:

a. What was the first great landmark in history, and what were four major consequences of this landmark?

The first great landmark was agricultural revolution, food production.  Women gathered seeds, pulled out competing plants, left seeds behind (possible for gods), and left seeds to grow naturally.  The Four major consequences were population increase, growth of permanent villages, invention of pottery, division of labor, concept of work, beginning of irrigation, new relationship between man and nature, further extension of cause and effect, and use of flax and linen for garment.   

b. What was the second great landmark, how does Wittfogel explain the origin of such things as wealth, social status, writing, monumental construction, standing army and centralized administration?
The second great landmark was the origin of primary civilizations which was caused by irrigation.  


Wealth = the closer to the river, the better the land, more surplus


Social status = because of wealth, one became a decision making person.


Writing = need to keep records


Monumental construction = need roads, temples, palaces, fortresses


Standing army = need people to protect your things


Centralized administration = taxing, controlling

c. What is the third great landmark, what two essential factors were necessary for this to occur, and what two agricultural advances aided in the process?
The third great landmark was the transition to rain watered lands.  Two factors necessary were a surplus, and a social mechanism to deliver the surplus.  Two agricultural advances to aid the process were the plow and fallowing. 

d. What was the fourth great landmark, what military advances made this possible, what advantages did these advances give the attackers, and what innovation put an end to this type of warfare?
The fourth great landmark was the Emergence of power of Bronze Age Invaders.  The military advance that made this possible was chariot warfare.  This gave the attackers better mobility, firepower, and tactics. Conquered by Egypt and Mesopotamia briefly but didn’t overtake and destroy their civilization.  The invention of the gun put an end to this type of warfare.   

2. Geography and environment have played an important role in determining human affairs (theme 2).

a. A number of theories about the origin of the Neolithic Revolution emphasize the natural environment.  Explain either the edge-zone theory or the oasis theory.

The edge-zone theory?

The oasis theory says that because the areas became drier, people were forced to new area’s with an oasis.  This led to over crowdedness, and domestication was needed in order to live.

b. Explain the nature of the flood in Mesopotamia and its effect on the Mesopotamian peoples.
The floods were annual.  They were unpredictable, sudden, and disastrous.  This led to a pessimistic way of life by the Mesopotamians.  They basically said it’s just a matter of time before the flood happens.

c. What were two of the earliest large cities and what natural resources were they near?
Jericho and Catal Hyuk were two of the earliest large cities.  Jericho was near salt and Catal Hyuk was near obsidian.

d. Explain how two factors related to geography contributed to the rapid unification of Egypt.
Egypt was located in the desert, so it was relatively easy to defend.  The Nile river also ran through it, it was easy to navigate.  There were no city-states as well, so this helped unification.

e. Why was china isolated from the other areas of civilization?
The terrain between china and the other civilizations was treacherous.  China was isolated from other empires, because of its physical geography. China had high mountains and deserts

f. How did the geography of Greece contribute to the colonial movement?
Greece was very hot, not ideal for farming.  The soil was rocky, they could not irrigate well, and the soil was also depleted.

3. Based on theme 3.

a. What were the two original civilizations, and where were they located?
Mesopotamia was located in the Tigris and Euphrates River valleys, and Egypt was located along the Nile river valley.

b. What was the third civilization, and what does McNeill say about Sumerian influence on this civilization?
The third civilization was the Indus Valley civilization.  The Sumerians influence was with writing, and development of a formal system of writing.

c. About when does civilization make the transition to rain watered land?
2000 BC

d. Where is Kush, what major civilization influenced its rise to civilization, and what two factors aided in this transition to civilization?
Kush was located in Africa, south of Egypt, which influenced it’s rise to civilization.  Trade and conquest aided in this transition to civilization.

e. How does McNeill explain the rise of civilization in China?
McNeill claims the bronze age invaders eventually made their way to China, and when they did, they found a civilization there with a surplus of food, and the social mechanism necessary.  They then conquered it.

4. Theme 5 indicates there is no single cause for warfare among human beings.

a. Explain how civilization may have found its origin in warfare (Carniero’s Theory).
Carniero said agriculture produced to many people.  Some people were forced off of good land.  These people organized themselves and conquered the people with the good land.  They took the surplus and made a civilization.

b. At the dawn of civilization, the Sumerian city-states were constantly at war with one another, what two factors do Jones and McNeill cite as a cause of these wars?

Land and water rights.

c. What advantages did the pastoralists have over the farmers, and what reasons did they have for attacking their sedentary opponents?
They were nomads, had no fixed residence.  They had strong leadership because they had no city walls, so people looked to one person for protection.  They also had warlike customs.  They were free, had no laws, and were able to exercise their violent nature.

d. Why did the Ionian Greeks revolt against the Persians and why did the Persians invade the Greek mainland?

?

e. What is Jones’ explanation for the occurrence of the Peloponnesian war?
Trade rivalry between Sparta and Athens.  Corinth is an ally of Sparta.  Athens provokes Corinth, hoping they will attack, thus Sparta won’t join in.  If this happens, then Athens is doomed.  But eventually, Sparta and her allies declare war on Athens before it becomes too powerful.

f. What are three possible reasons for Alexander’s conquest of the Persian Empire?
Greed and lust, money, and he was an Idealist, he loved Greek Culture.

5. We have seen the rise and decline of a number of civilizations this semester.  These questions are about the factors that lead to the extinction of civilizations.

a. How does McNeill explain the pattern of Mesopotamian civilization?
Rapid expansion that was followed by ceaseless rebellions, palace revolutions, and constant wars on the frontiers.

b. A variety of theories have been forwarded for the disappearance of Indus Valley civilization.  Briefly discuss how three of these explain this disappearance.
There was a loss of morale.  People simply could not keep up with the ever-changing world.  There might have been a revolutionary overthrow.  People didn’t feel safe.  Citadels were in use, so you were guarding against your own people.  And a third reason might be the backup of the Indus River.  This would destroy the land, and now there is trouble feeding everyone.

c. Explain how three factors contributed to the decline of Meroe.
They lost their trading partner, the Romans.  They basically destroyed the land, by using all the trees, which resulted in erosion.  And their Iron industry declined as well.

d. Explain how three factors contributed to the decline of the Greek civilization.
There was constant warfare, a loss of trade because people learned how to make their own things, and there was an establishment of new power at Rome.

