Non-cumulative Question’s

1. Name at least three of the Mycenaean social classes and briefly explain what their function was.

The aristocracy inherited their position.  They dominated other people.  Their goal was to increase their own wealth any way possible.  The middle class served the aristocrats.  The Peasants were the majority, they produced the surplus.

2a. Why was the period after the collapse of Mycenaean civilization called the Dark Age?

There is a lack of writing.  Not much is known.  There is economic depression, disorganization, depopulation, and isolation.  

2b. What were two major characteristics of the period?

Economic depression, disorganization, and depopulation.

3a. What are the three characteristics of the polis?

Physical size and population size, political condition, and psychological condition.

3b. What is the importance of the polis for the modern world?

Today’s modern politics comes from the polis, along with the notion of citizenship.

4. During the period between 750 and 550 B.C., many Greeks left their homeland in order to establish colonies.  Explain why this occurred; include three reasons.

There is a population increase, getting crowded because Greece is not a big area.  There is and agricultural problem.  The soil is rocky, and depleted, and irrigation was tough.  There was also a lack of industry and trade.  So people were forced to go elsewhere to trade.

5a. What new economic system developed in Greece during the colonial period?

The city-states grew larger and wealthier.  There was a development of an olive oil/wine based company.

5b. What were three advantages and two disadvantages of this system?

Advantages:  Greece had good land for these products, they could import more grain and other products, and this brought about a lively marketplace and the establishment of public opinion.

Disadvantages:  It takes a long time to crop oil and wine, and there were interruptions in food supply due to this and warfare.

6. According to McNeill, there were four major civilizations that existed between 500 BC and 1500 BC.  Give the general location of each of these civilizations.

China, Greco-Roman (European), Ancient near east, and Indian Civilization.

7. How did the Delian League become the Athenian Empire?

The Delian League became the Athenian Empire because they paid Athens to defend them, giving up their freedom.  The city-states then became slaves of the Athenian empire because the Athenians were the only ones to have a large standing army.

8a. How did the evolution of warfare aid in the development of the Athenian democracy?

Instead of small number of people gaining too much power, it drifted more to democracy.  It emphasized the idea of a team with all citizens, wealthy and poor.  This also helped the move to democracy.

8b. What role did the fleet/rowers play in the development of Athenian democracy?

The poor were able to fight, because they didn’t have to buy the expensive equipment like the phalanx.  The pay for the rowing service also was a great source of income.  For the first time, the poor were heard in the affairs of state.

9. Explain why the Greek city-states declined during the fourth century.

Constant warfare weakened the city-states, loss of trade because people learned to make what they need, and establishment of new power at Rome.

10. Why were some people not impressed with Alexander the Great?

He introduced a new conception of government where everyone should be everyone should be treated the same with similar rights and ideals.  Because these people were only controlled by themselves, and not by others.  Alexander had so much control over people, that it was impressive.  Alexander had great respect for these people.

11. What were the results of the two major developments in Rome between 509 and 265 BC?
The conquest of the Italian peninsula and concessions to the plebeians.

12. What happened to Carthage at the end of their final war with Rome?
Carthage gets totally destroyed, and Rome rules the Mediterranean.

13a. What reform did the Gracchi propose?
They fought for social justice.  Give land to the proletariat away from the senators. 

13b. What did they believe that this reform would accomplish?
Social equality. ??????????

13c. How did the upper classes respond?  How did the lower classes respond?
There was intense class warfare.  The proletariat loved the Gracchi, and the Senators hated them.

14. Why were the first Christians unpopular with the Roman people and government?
They were accused a lot, thought of like today’s cults.  They wondered why they were so secretive.  They did not worship the state gods, so therefore the government hated them.

15. Why was Christianity successful in the roman Empire?
There was the idea of salvation, a strong ethical code, and anyone could be a member

16.  What impact did the rise of Islam have on the kingdom of Aksum?

?????????????????????

17. What were the two major consequences of the migrations between 200 and 600 AD?
The barbarians assimilation of civilized lifestyle, and modification of military and political institutions

