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INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION TO 1700 BC

Resemblance to Egypt and Mesopotamia

Common: 

- All located in river valleys

- The agriculture were all based on wheat, barley, and rye

- All had irrigation & flood control

- Trade and industry was highly developed

- Cities: Indus had larger cities

-Roads/writing/monuments/knowledge is subdivided into different fields

Differences between Egypt and Mesopotamia 

-Grid work: which meant the city had planning

-Unwalled but citadel in center

-Kiln baked bricks: permanent as oppose to sun dried bricks

-More modern plumbing/toilets/showers

-Architecture doesn’t reflect substantial differences in wealth 

-Cotton, domesticated water buffalos & elephants

Trade

Trade between Indus valley civilization with Tigris Euphrates existed directly or indirectly 

McNeill on Indus Valley civilization

-Contact with Sumerians is certain since Indus Valley objects have been found in Mesopotamia

-Assumption: contact with Sumerians therefore played the same role in accelerating the growth of Indus civilization as it did in the earliest stage of Egyptian development.  Art style/mode of writing developed weren't not related to Sumerian models.  Stimulus to develop their own style of life was what was taken from the Sumerians. 

Decline on the Indus Valley civilization

Evidence for decline

-Pottery showed regional deformity

-Decline in quality of pottery

-People build their house right on the road

-Architecture declined

-People stole bricks from old buildings to put up new buildings: meaning bricks aren't being made

-Older buildings were subdivided

-People buried their jewelry: lost the feeling of safety 

-Found a lot of skeletons on the streets: lost the capacity to keep burying the dead

Reasons for decline

-Loss of morale-couldn't keep up anymore

-Revolutionary overthrow-dominate minority took over the citadel (fortress in the center of the city) Majority revolts

-Backing up of the Indus River-Environment was destroyed and thus destroying the city. Much of the fertile land was destroyed by salt water which meant no food which also meant could not feed the people

-Invasion: this could explain the skeletons on the streets

-Jones explanation: most likely that the Indus River backed up and flood and erosion resulted.

-McNeil: accepts the invasion theory

-Wenke's explanation:  all of the above 

TRANSITION TO RAIN-WATERED LANDS

McNeill

The third great landmark: McNeill accepts that the transition to rain-watered lands was the 3rd great landmark this allowed civilization to began to spread

Location of the primary civilizations: Nile river/Indus/ Tigris Euphrates

Transition to rain-watered lands: 2000B.C.  

From handout: How did this transition occur?

1. People on the rain-watered lands lived egalitarian and autonomous villages

2. The intro of plow and fallowing allowed an surplus in food and eliminated a semi nomadic life style/they were allowed able to remain in a single location

3. The agriculture surplus resulted in population increase. But the more densely populated villages remained without any great social differentiation

4. War and trade brought some of these villages into contact with the river valley civilizations, they were sometimes conquered by pastoralists.

5. Difference in social condition (between wealthy landlords and peasants) made civilization contagious in rain-watered lands-an independent style of civilized life

Two essential factors:

1) Production of surplus food-no surplus meant no civilization. If people weren't fed they can't work

-Invention of the plow which breaks the earth

-Fallowing: Divided their land to two fields. 1st year farmers plowed one part and put crop on one and alternate to the next part the next year. This was so that the land would not get ruined

2) Social mechanism for transfer of surplus

Details

(46) () 

A group of people who controls the society. A conquest/trade by seeing how other civilizations worked

COSMOPOLITANISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST EGYPT/MESOPOTAMIA 1700-500 B.C.

Invaders of the early second millennium

~1700BC

McNeill: the fourth great change()

Overview of the invasions

Invaders: Endo-Europeans who came from northern steppes (broad grassy plains that were north of most civilizations pastoralists)

Course of the invaders

1) Edges of the civilized world-Indus

2) Egypt and Mesopotamia-Concurred Egypt and Mesopotamian briefly but do not overtake them destroy their civilization

Essentials of chariot warfare 

A. Equipment

1. Bronze weapons and armor: first time metal was used in warfare (copper mixed with 10% tin)

2. Light chariots with spoked wheels and fast horses 

3. Compound bows: shoot farther/ several levels allowed greater velocity

advantages:

-mobility

-fire power-bows shoot farther

-armor-deflect arrow heads 

Results of the Bronze Age invasions

A. Egypt: The New Kingdom 

1. Disintegration of the Middle Kingdom

2. Hyksos-Bronze age invaders: 1670-1570BC

3. Establishment of the New Kingdom/Egyptian imperialism (Direct or indirect control of another nation)

-Egypt was able to conquest along the coast: Lebanon and Israel

-Egypt obtained great wealth 

4. Results of imperialism

-Luxury

-Slavery which was a common practice

-Doubled in size

-Adopt new tools

5. Akhenaten-(social reform)

-2000 years ago, everyone was pagan-believed more than one god 

-single god concept

a. Reforms

-1379-1350

-Amon-re: a powerful priest (a god worshiped by many prior to Aton).

-Akhenaten introduces Aton (1st single god), sun god, brings life through the sun

-He made extreme efforts to erase other gods 

b. Reaction

-as soon as Akhenaten died, the religion of Aton also died. 

Period of Iron age invaders 1200-1100 BC

A. Differences between bronze and iron (use of iron becomes more popular)

-Bronze- alloy of copper (90%) & Tin (10%) good because is easily melted & casted

-Iron is more abundant in the world therefore cheaper. but its harder to work with. It needs higher temperature.

Consequences

1. New waves of barbarian invasions

-they conquered the same territories the bronze age did

-More people could have more weapons 

-superiority in number

2. McNeill's explanation

-Bronze people were dominant minority. they ruled over people who didn't care who their overlords were

-People were overwhelmed by the number of people

3. Iron tools

-Farming becomes more efficient

-Farmed goods were more at surplus

-Lead to the situation of economy blooming

Period of Empire

Assyrian Empire 750-612 BC

Rise: 

-begun around 900 BC

-small empire

-They conquered all of Mesopotamia and Egypt and united them together for the first time into one Empire

Decline:

-People from within and without

-Destroyed by 612 BC

Significance of Assyrian rule

-1st to unit the 2 oldest civilizations

-Most brutal people, they torn down towns

-They piled up people skull into mountains to warn others

-Provided peace within Empire. This un disturbance lead to prosperity

-promoted culture

Persian Empire

Cyrus the Great

a) Conquests

b) Reasons for Cyrus' success

-He didn't try to change people's culture

-Fighting people who were divided/weakened

-New conquerors were aggressive/ great warriors

c) Story of Croesus (54,52,53 of course pack)

d) Death of Cyrus

Three key developments

A. Techniques of empire

1. Bureaucracy

-group of administrators

-collect taxes is its main purpose

-administer justice

-in charge of irrigation/create farm programs

2. Standing army/professional officer corps

3. Highways/wheeled vehicles

-most convenient and direct route

-move corps and supply faster and more rapid communication 

B. Alphabetic writing /common language

-invented by 1100BC by the Venetians

-Writing allowed more people to communicate. It also allowed rapid distribution of information.

C. Rise of Hebrew monotheism

1. Background

-1700-1500VC had a lot of changes in religious thought

-People are looking at religion in a new way/ new ideas. People were skeptical because previous religion did not explain the world at that time 

-religion began to loose relevance

-People were confused to what they what they ought to believe

2. Responses

two general responses

1) Gods aren't helping us because we are not practicing enough ( a conservative way of looking at it)

2) Old gods doesn't explain, need for new god/ new religion or rethink it. 

3. Some general beliefs

a. Monotheism-one god

b. New conception of god

prior to the rise of monotheism:

-had typical family arguments and banquets

-liked us human but more powerful 

New Concept:

-God is above the universe he created

-He is here and everywhere

-He is Immanent (everywhere and transcendent

-He is a perfect being without human faults

-Idea of perfect being 

-Just and merciful

-Omniscient

-All power/all knowing

4. Historical outline

a. Period of nomadism 2000-1200BC

i. the beginning (course pack p.50)

ii. Exodus- when Moses lead Hebrews to the promise land but not in it (out of Egypt and out of slavery) Moses was reluctant but chosen to be this hero

iii. The giving of the laws-The laws were given: the ten commandments which has become very important to us

b. Transition of settled life 1200-1028BC

i. Entry into Canaan-Hebrews were conquered. Led by Joshua they became civilized people.  They adopted the Canaanite language intermarry the locals/ started farming. Became sedimentary people

ii. Philistines- had attempted to attack Hebrews, ended up in the modern day Israel. They had the iron age technology. They were successful in their attack. Israelites had to unite organize in order to save themselves from extinction.

c. Kingdom of David and Solomon

i. Saul-King/ He was chosen by god/ He was a great warrior/ Needed him to save from Philistine (Course pack p. 51)

ii. David 1013-973BC

-armor barrier to Saul

-He becomes a hero because he goes through adventures and kills these people. He slayed the Giant

-David forced to go to the Philistines, where he learned how to use iron technology. When Saul died, he came back to be the king.  He united the Hebrew. 

-Defeat the philistine and creates a great kingdom

-Israel’s greatest time

iii. Solomon 973-933BC

-associated with wealthiest time

-he ruled in a way that displeased Yahweh (god)

-(Solomon and Sheeba story)

-He ruled apostasy (turning against religion)

-Decline in Israel a biblical explanation: Solomen was not a whole hearted follower of Yahweh 

AFRICA TO 500 BC

I. Kingdom of Meroe

A. Origins: rise of Kush

-Meroe is the successor of kingdom Kush but basically the same political entity

1. Relations with Egypt: trade and conquest

-2 major ways of adopting civilization

a. Trade/Harkhuf's journeys

-An early account of a journey (p56)

-2300BC

-Generally, people didn't travel for fun.  It was done to get profit. For goods/entertainment/dancing dwarfs/people/ luxury goods

b. Conquest

-1500BC

-Egyptians conquered the area of Kush

-Egyptian art & monuments were left

2. Spread of Egyptian culture

-Egyptians controlled the part that part of Africa for 500 years

B. Establishment of the Kushite state

1. Beginnings

-Upper class kicked out the Egyptians and formed a new kingdom. Keeping mostly the Egyptian traditions.  A political change rather than cultural

2. Invasions of Egypt

-730BC 

-They became powerful enough to conquer Egypt. Then they stayed there for 60 years until they were kicked out by the Syrians

3. Withdrawal to Kush

C. Establishment of the capital at Meroe

-593BC

-Egypt became strong enough to attack Kush and destroy their capital. People of Kush escaped to Meroe

Advantages of Meroe:

-This area had HARD WOOD TIMBER for smelting iron & make it useful

-HAD IRON-created one of the biggest iron industries

-Farm by irrigation & also had plenty rainfall. BETTER FARMING LAND

-EXCELLENT GRAZING-goats & sheep and other livestock had food to eat like grass

-Use of RED SEA for trade

G. Decline of the kingdom of Meroe

-People ruined their environment

-Erosion of roads

-Shortage of tree because tree were cut to make iron

-Iron became short

-Farming declined

-Lost trading with Rome because Rome was in a decline around 300AD

-All collapsed at 200AD

-Great empire disappeared, they were unable to keep power

DIFFUSION OF CIVILIZATION 1700-500BC: INDIA

I. Aryans

II. Important developments

A. Shift to the Ganges

B. Results of the shift to the Ganges

-region ideal for rice based civilization

-800BC

-Surplus & method of redistribution led to civilization. Also had irrigation and a standing army like other early civilizations

C. Development of the caste system

1. Definition: Groups of people who will eat together and intermarry

2. Origins: Indo-Europeans adopted this from Indus valley

3. Result:

-India was defeated because they were not organized

-*Lack of unity and the inability to fight off other states

D. Development of Buddhism

1. Common factors in Indian religions

-The concept of universe is that it is very old/events happen in a cyclical manor/ size is immensely large

-Western religion is  linear in fashion: there is a beginning, a middle and an end

-Originally people of the middle ages thought that the universe is very small and people thought earth was the center of universe

2. Some main concepts of Indian religion

a. Karma: unseen rightening of the past actions "what goes around comes around". Things you do now comes back to you. Past actions determine where you will be next life

-This Justifies the caste system 

b. Samsara-trans migration of the soul. 

3. Buddhism

a. Three salient characteristics of the universe

i. The universe is sorrowful: sorrow is inevitable

ii. The universe is transient: not stable/ always changing

iii. The universe is soulless: people do not possess a soul, its independent 

b. Min message: sorrow is due to craving. Stopping the sorrow means to stop the craving

c. Four noble truths

i. Noble truth of sorrow: life is full of dissatisfaction

ii. Nobel truth of arising sorrow or unease: Not only materialistic things but also in the aspect of knowledge craving

iii. Noble truth for stopping of sorrow

-stop craving

-be satisfied with oneself

iv. Noble truth of the way which leads to the stopping of sorrow: Noble Eight-fold Path

1) Right view

2) Right resolution

3) Right speech 

4) Right conduct

5) Right livelihood

6) Right effort 

7) right collection

8) right meditation

Requirements for the mystical knowledge of the ultimate truth, the serenity that goes with it

v. Additional precepts

d. Nirvana: the goal of all of this. A permanent state of bliss. It's outside of this universe but you can achieve it during your lifetime and come in and out of this concept of heaven

e. Buddha, parallels with Jesus

1. both were founders of world religion

2. Immaculate conception

3. Prophecy

4. Ascetics/preachers

5. Endured fast

6.. Tempered by evil

7. Remarkable feats (walking on water)

8. Sent missionaries

f. Buddhism, parallels with Christianity

1. Present world inferior

2. Earthly pleasures are hindrance to human bliss

3. Love for all mankind

4. None resistance to violence

5. Self denial

6. Equality of all believers

7. Celibacy

8. Karma=original sin

FORMATION OF PERIPHERAL CIVILIZATION: CHINA 1700-500BC

I. Background

A. separate development: Unlike Egypt or Mesopotamia or the Indus valley which were all interactive.  China developed separately. The geographical location isolated China from the rest of the civilization.  

-Theory that 1700BC bronze metal invaders conquered and destroyed Indus valley and eventually moved into China

II. China

A. Isolation:  3000-4000 miles of dessert and high mountains. And also the Barbarians and the nomads kept robbers from voyaging

B. Shang Dynasty 1523-1028

1. Origins

-theory: Believe that bronze age invaders made their way over to china over  period of couple hundred years.  They conquered and started civilization 

2. Organization/achievement

-Shang Dynasty created a civilization like the others.  First had surplus then transported it to people who needed it

-They were masters of Bronze casting

-Earliest writings found on uracle bones for fortune telling

